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AUTOCAD TIPS AND TRICKS

1. Paste a dwg file into Word or other programs without Autocad drawing
       ‘background’ image appearing.

Set variable ‘WMFBKGND’ to OFF.

2. Export 3D image (viewport)  to a  2D image.

Select one viewport in 3D drawing.  Type ‘Hide’.  
Next, type ‘WMFOUT.
Start a new 2D drawing and type WMFIN.

3. Display “status” of current drawing and system configuration variables.

At the ‘command prompt in Autocad type  STATUS.

4. Draw a line perpendicular to angled line.

Draw a 45 degree angle.  
Type UCS as the Autocad command prompt.
Type ‘OB’.  Select line (45 degree).

5. Bring back old ‘layer’ command at the Autocad command prompt.

Type  -layer

6. NON-PRINTING LAYER:  If you need a layer that won’t print regardless 
       of layer status use ‘DEFPOINTS’ layer.

7. If the PLOT dialog boxes are missing make sure the variables FILEDIA 
       and CMDDIA are set to 1.

8. To change angle of ‘crosshairs’ on screen,  right click on the SNAP button
        on the tool bar and select  ‘Settings’.

 Select Snap and Grid tab and enter an angle for the crosshairs.

9. To shorten crosshairs set variable CURSORSIZE accordingly.

10. Break line into two parts without any space between.

Type Break at the command prompt.  Select line. Enter ‘first point’.
Select break point on line.

                      Enter @ at the command prompt and hit the enter key.

11. Decimal to Fractions: 

First, type ‘Units’ at the command prompt. Set type to ‘Architectural’. 
Set precision to 1/64.  Set drawing units to ‘inches’.  
Type ‘Dist’ at the command prompt. Enter a value like 32.875 and hit Enter.

12. Align text along an arc.   Click ‘Express’ on the toolbar.  Click ‘Text’. 
       Click ‘Arc aligned text’.

13. Circle Center Mark adjustment.  Click ‘Dimension’ on the toolbar. Click ‘Style’. 
        Select ‘Modify’ button. Under the Lines and Arrows tab,  pull down the menu  
        next to ‘Center marks for circles’. Select ‘Line’.  Set ‘Size to .5”.

14. Move ‘Raster’ images in Autocad dynamically .  Set ‘DRAGMODE’ variable to 2.

15.   AutoCad automatic save extension:  .sv$

16.   Change Dimensions from English to Metric: Setvar  DIMUNIT to 2.  Setvar DIMPOST to mm.  Setvar DIMLFAC to 25.4.

         Type DIM then use the Update option and select all of the English dimensions.

17.   List LAYERS for text output:  1. –LA    2. ?   3. ENTER.

18.   Create lines without @:  Type Line and move cursor in the direction you need.  Next, enter dimension only.

19.   Change Font:  Set FONTALT variable.

20.   Plotting Wire Frames in Model Space:  Set DISPSILH to 1 then type HIDE. 

21.   Fast loading LISP (.lsp) programs into AutoCad:   Open Explorer (files) and find needed  XXXX.lsp file.  Highlight and

        drag  XXXX.lsp file right inside an open AcadCad drawing.

22.   Change angle of ‘Crosshairs’ quickly:  Right click on SNAP (on Toolbar) and enter a value into the ‘angle’ box.

23    Importing ‘inch’ dimensions into ‘metric’ drawings:

          Change DIMSCALE to 1.27 in the metric drawing.

           In the metric drawing, select “Dimensions’ from the toolbar. Select ‘Update’ and then select dimensions in drawing – hit enter.

      24. Sometimes users get in a hurry or just aren't careful, and can accidentally drag and drop the command line area,  

           losing it in the process.  Carefully follow this Registry Edit procedure to get it back.

             Shut down AutoCAD if it's running. 

             Click on Start, then choose Run. 

             Type REGEDIT and choose OK. 

             On the left pane, double click on "HKEY_CURRENT_USER". 

             Double click on "Software". 

             Double click on "Autodesk". 

                   Double click on "AutoCAD". 

             Double click on "R15.0" 

                    Double click on "ACAD-###:###". 

              Double click on "Fixed Profile". 

             Double click on "Command Line Windows". 

             On the right pane, double click on "Dock Window Position". 

             Several numbers should be highlighted, simply press "0". 

             Choose OK, then close the Registry Editor. 

             Restart AutoCAD, the command prompt should be back. 

25.  PLOT/FILE dialog box missing:

                  You may occasionally find yourself in a situation where the NEW, OPEN, and SAVE commands do not provide a   

                   dialog. Simply enter FILEDIA at the command prompt and enter a value of 1. If you attempt to PLOT and fail to 

                   get a dialog, simply enter CMDDIA at the command prompt and enter a value of 1.

       25.  Rotating a 2D View
     26. ROTATE A 2D VIEW:

             You can use Zoom and Pan to scale and move the view. However, these commands are incapable in    

             rotating the view. There are two commands available for 2D view rotation: 3DORBIT and DVIEW.

             3DORBIT: To rotate a two dimensional view, invoke the command. Place mouse pointer outside the arc-ball.  

             Drag the mouse in the outer area of the arc-ball. 

             DVIEW: Invoke the command. Select objects. Select Twist option. Enter the angle of rotation. This method 

             can rotate the view with a precise angle.

 

        27.  Recovering lost AutoCAD entities from converted DWG files

 

                If you work with DWG files that have been converted from other CAD packages or file formats, you may notice that the    

                translations aren't always completely correct. As a result, problems can arise. One of the most commonly encountered problems   

                is AutoCAD entities that appear on the display screen, but seem to be invisible to any and all editing commands. You can't erase 

                them, modify them, or select them in any way. If you find this problem, try opening the Layer Properties dialog box and examine 

                the color of the various layers. If you find any layer is using the color 0, you've probably found your problem. There is no color 

                0 in AutoCAD. Change the layer color to any between 1 and 255 and these entities will come back to life. You can now 

                manipulate these entities any way you wish. 
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         29.   To turn on the running Coordinate display type ‘Coords’ at the command line in Autocad – enter 1, 2, or 3.

         30.   Importing Autocad files into Word:

                  a.    WMF (Export command)

                        WORD (Insert/picture/file/xxxx.wmf

                  b.   Autocad (plot command)

                        PDF

                        Adobe (saveas command/ tif)

                        TIFF 

                        WORD (Insert/picture/file/xxxx.tiff

         31.   To change 'ZOOM' factor of mouse scrolling:

                  Type "ZOOMFACTOR" at the AutoCad command prompt.

         32.   PDF Crop Image

                  Saveas PS

                  Import into Coreldraw as PS, or PRN or EPS,  click on 'effects, adjust, hue.

                  Export as Tiff/Gif/PCX – select grayscale 8bit, anti-aliasing, apply ICC, maintain size.

    33.  ACADLSPASDOC – Controls whether the Acad.lsp file is loaded into every drawing or just the first drawing opened.

    34.  ACADPREFIX – Directory path (Note: Read Only).

    35.  FILEDIA and  CMDDIA – Display dialog boxes and command line box.

    36.  RENAME – List all objects in a drawing.

    37.  Change length of an ARC – Set  variable LENGTHEN.

    38.  Explode Text - Set  variable TXTEXP.

    39.  Convert text to MTEXT - Set  variable TXT2MTXT.

    40.  Using the INSERT Command to Recover Drawings
           It is sometimes possible to use the INSERT command to recover a damaged drawing. If the RECOVER command   

           cannot successfully open a drawing, you may be able to insert the drawing into another drawing as if it is an external 

           block. 

    To use the INSERT command:

1.  Start AutoCAD and open a new drawing. Be sure that you do not open a prototype drawing. 

2.  Enter ddinsert on the command line. (You can also click Draw > Insert > Block.) 

3.  In the Insert dialog box, click File, and then select the damaged drawing in the Select Drawing File dialog box. 

4.  Clear the Specify Parameters Onscreen check box, and select the Explode check box. 

5.  Click OK in the Insert dialog box. 

     AutoCAD attempts to insert and explode the damaged drawing. If the process succeeds, run the AUDIT command as  

     described in the preceding section.

   41. Here's how you crack the password protected Microsoft Word file: 

         First, open the document and do a "Save As..." specifying Rich Text Format (RTF). It'll end up being called filename.rtf. 

         Now open the RTF file by double-clicking on it. It should look identical to the original Word file. 

         Save the RTF file with a new name as a Microsoft Word format document (.doc). 

         Click the tools tab and select “Unprotect Document”.

         Finished!

